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ARTICLE VII
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION

The Department shall convene an annual convention in accordance with the National Bylaws.

In the event of an emergency, failure to act expeditiously in preparing for the Annual Convention,
or failure to comply with the proposals upon which a Convention bid was approved by the
Department Convention, the State Commander, with the approval of the Council of
Administration, may change the site, as well as the time and place of same.

A Convention committee shall be appointed by the $tate Commander to conduct the business
affalrs of the Convention.

The Department Convention Committee, or such person as may be deslgnated by the Department
Commander, shall notify all Posts and Districts within the Department at least thirty (30) days prior
to the Convention of the room rates, registration fees, banquet rates, and all other necessary costs,
fees, and special conditions or limitations goveming rates and conduct during the Convention.

All other Committees shall be appointed by the State Commander at least sixty (60) days prior to
the convening of the Department Convention.

The voting delegate strength for each Post within the Department shall be as prescribed by the
National Bylaws based on the record of members in good standing according to the records in the
Department Headquarters as of March 31%, current year. Additionally, the Post Commander, orin
their absence, the Post Senior Vice Commander, or In their absence, the Post Junior Vice
Commander, if present, may be registered and function as a member of the Convention.

In accordance with the National Bylaws, a delegate registration fee shall be paid by each Post for
each delegate to which the Post shall be entitled, based upon the State Quartermaster’s record as
of March 31%, current year. The delegate registration fee shall be forwarded by each Post
regardless of the number of delegates present at the annual Department Convention, The delegate
fee Is $12.00 per delegate plus an additional $5.00 fee for the Post Commander. Posts failing to
forward the full delegate Reglstration fee shall be considered delinquent and in arrears,

(3) Only those officers and delegates to the Department Convention for whom registration fees
have been pald shall be entitled to vote In the Convention.

(b) A fee as recommended by the Convention Committee and approved by the Coundl of
Administration not to exceed $15.00 for pre-registration shall be required by the Department for
each person recelving credentials as prescribed by the National Bylaws. An additonal fee may he
charged for on-site registration.

{c) A fee as recommended by the Convention Committee and approved by the Coundl of
Adminlistration shall be required by the Department from each person pre-reglstering that receives
credentials and banquet seating. An additional fee may be charged for on-site registration and
hanquet seating.

(a} Elected officers for the Department of Georgia Veterans of Forelgn Wars of the United States
will include; Commander, Sr. Vice Commander, Jr. Vice Commander, Quartermaster, Judge
Advocate, Chaplain, and Surgeon, With regard to order, the nomination and election shall fal after
those offices required by National Bylaws.
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{b) Voting on ali elected officers shall be by roll call vote by Districts, randomly selected. Voting
of the Posts of the District will be in numerical order. Should anly one candidate be nominated for
an glected offlce, the presiding officer shall be empowered to instruct a member of the Convention
to cast one (1) unanimous ballot for the nominee who shall then be dedared elected.

(c) A candidate for Junlor Vice Commander-in-Chief from the Southern Conference shall be
selected at a Department Convention by roll ¢all vote by Districts, randomly selected. Voting of the
Posts of the District will be in numerical order. The State Commander, or in their absence the State
Senior Vice Commander or Junior Vice Commander, If present, shall be mandated to cast the
Department vote on the first ballot at the Southem Conference for the candidate selected at a
State Convention. Should that candidate be dropped for due course or after the first ballot, the
State Commander, or in their absence the State Senior Vice Commander or Junior Vice
Commander, if present, shall vote the poll choice(s) of the Department Members present.

ARTICLE Viil
RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions for Convention consideration shall be typewrltten and four (4) coples shall be
delivered to the State Commander, or Adjutant, at least thirty (30} days prior to the convening of
the Convention, so a copy can be recorded by the Adjutant. Coples for study shall be forwarded to
the Committee Chairman at least fifteen (15) days prior to the convening of the Convention,

Resolutions, other than those of condolence and appreciation, shall not be considered by the
Conventlon unless the provisions of Section 1 of this Article have been compiled with, except by
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the registered Convention delegates.

All resolutions passed at a Department Convention shall have continuing force and effect unless
rescinded, repealed, or amended by a subsequent Department Conventlon.

Any resolution or action of any Department Convention affecting the continuing policy, operations,
or finances of the Department shall be listed by subject In a subject file to be maintained by the
State Adjutant at Department Headquarters which shall be avallable, at ali times, to the
Department Officers and Counci! of Administration.

ARTICLE IX
DEPARTMENT DUES

The Department per caplita tax shall be $6.50 per annum, payable by every member in good
standing, except life members,

New annual and life members that join a Post in the Department will be assessed a $1.00 admission
fee and shall be paid to the Department. The Department wii! bill the Post in April of the current
year for the total admission fees due for new memberships submitted through March and again in
July for new memberships submitted in April, May, and June.
ARTICLEX
POST AND DISTRICT REMITTANCE TO DEPARTMENT

All remittances of money to Department Headquarters shall be made payable to the “Department
of Georgla Veterans of Foreign Wars”.
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ARTICLE X)
FUNDS AND AUDITS

Sectfon 1. General Fund:  All money received by the Department from whatever source, which Is not set

aslde as a *Speclal Fund®, or for a designated purpose, shall constitute the General Fund.
Section 2, Special Funds:

(3a) Dues Reserve Fund: A dues reserve fund shall be credited within the Department with not
less than fifty percent of its part of the current year's dues paid by members prior to luly 2,
incuding Life Membership dues payouts received from the National Organization. The
Quartermaster shall not disburse nor shall an obligation be Incurred against this fund.

(b} Restricted Funds: The Counxil of Administration shall, in each annual budget, provide for
the following restricted funds:

{1) Bullding: Funds which shall be avallable for the payment of mortgage amortization,
maintenance, repairs, upkeep, improvements, insurance and utility charges on real
property owned by the Department.

{2) Contingency: Funds which shall be available for the payment of such charges, not
reasonably anticipated or provided for in the annual budget, which have been
recommended by the Budget and Finance committee and approved by the Council of
Administration.

{3) Veterans of Foreign Wars Programs:  Funds recelved, which may include but not
limited to, cash, certificates of deposits, bonds, stocks, bank accounts, negotiable
instruments and or money recelved from the disposition of personal or real property,
resulting from the surrender or forfeiture of Post charter, shall be deposited In an interest
bearing account. The Interest/dividends therefrom shall be avallable for the purposes set
forth in the Congressional Charter, Section 230102 to augment VFW Programs, except the
Council of Administration may otherwise authorize expenditures from the principle fund.

(4) Service Officer (Post/District) Recagnition and Enrichment (Perpetual) Fund: Funds
recelved, which may include but not limited to cash, certiflcates of deposit, bonds, stocks,
bank accounts, shall be deposited Into a restricted interest bearing account, The
interest/dividends therefrom shall be available for the recognition and enhancement of
Post and District Service Officers as determined by the Department Veterans Service
Committea and approved by the Council of Administration.

{5) Disaster Relief: Funds recelved to ald In the relief of veterans (families) who have suffered
personal flnanclal loss resulting from disaster. The State Quartermaster is hereby
autherized to disburse money from this fund In an amount not to exceed One Thousand
Dollars (1,000.00}, except as otherwise directed by the Council of Administration.
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(6) We Care: Funds recelved and disbursed to veterans {familles), in an emergency, who may
have experlenced and unforeseen financlal shortfail. Normally used to prevent utilities
from belng cut off, or eviction from a dwelling, provide food or lodging are usually
provided on a one-time basis. A three-person committee determines and controls
disbursement of funds.

NOTE: Except for those funds restricted to augment Veterans of Forelgn Wars Programs
and disbursement of the restricted Disaster Rellef funds, payment may be made from
these funds only in accordance with the policles established by the Department
Convention or the Council of Administration within the limits of the approved budget,

Custody of Funds: The 5tate Quartermaster shall be the custodian of all funds, and will maintain
separate accounts for the General Funds, Special Funds, and such other funds as may be raquired
by the National Bylaws.

Budget and Finance Committee:

{a) The State Commander shall, upon the date of installation, appoint a standing Budget and
Finance Committee consisting of not less than three nor more than five members.

{b) Budget and Finance Committee, acting for the Councit of Administration, shall audit the
accounts and records of the State Quartermaster at least quarterly, or as necessary and report
their findings to the Council of Administration. This Committee shall be responsible not merely for
the detail audit of the accounts, but also for ensuring that the expenditures for any account does
not exceed the annual budgeted allotment for that year, and meake recommendations at any time
to the Council of Administration, touching on the financial affairs of the Department.

Bonding: Department Officers and employees handling Department monies or property shall be
bonded in a sum at least equal to the amount of liquid assets for which they may be accountable.

Annual Budget:

{a} Inaccordance with the National Bylaws, the Council of Administration shall at its first regularly
scheduled meeting following the Department Convention adopt an annual budget based on the
tentative budget as submitted by the State Quartermaster with the recommendations of the
Budget and Finance Committee.

(b) No expenditures of Department funds may be authorized or exceed the allowance set forth
In the annual budget, except that the Councll of Administration, upon recommendation of the
Budget and Finance Committee, may amend the budget. However, dollar amounts may be
transferred among budget lines to meet the needs of the Department without obtaining approval
from the Council of Administration as long as the overall bottom line of the budget Is not altered.

ARTICLE XH
INVESTED DEPARTMENT FUNDS

The funds of the Department now invested, or any funds that shall be invested in the future, shall
not be liquidated, except by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Council of Adminlstration sitting In a
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regular sesslon, or at a special meeting called for that purpose by the Department Commander,
and then only oh a recorded roll ¢call vote,

ARTICLE XNl
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS

The State Commander shall appoint an Adjutant, Assistant Adjutant, Assistant Quartermaster,
Chief of Staff, Service Officer, Inspector, Leglslative Officer, and such other officers as deemed
necessary and not in conflict with the Congressiona! Charter and Bylaws of the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of Department Junior Vice Commander, the Department
Judge Advocate may, without undue delay, succeed to the title and duties of the Junior Vice
Commander.

ARTICLE X1V
CONSQUIDATION OF POSTS

Two or more Posts in the Department of Georgia may consolidate as provided for in Section 209
of the Naticnal Bylaws and Manual of procedure.

ARTICLE XV
FRATERNAL REVIEW/DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE

The State Commander shall appolnt a Fraternal Review Committee consisting of not less than nine
{9} members. They shall be avaliable ta the State Commander to review problem areas presented
in writing by any Comrade, Post or District Commander and will make recommendatlons for
resolution to the State Commander.

Notwithstanding Section 1 above, the State Commander may appoint additional Fraternal Review
committees to conduct reviews of fraternal activities of Posts and other entitles and is not limited
to the committee referred to In Section 1 ahove.

The Councll of Adminlstration shall establish and provide a budget account for the support of an
appointed Fratemnal Review Committee. The budget account should be sufficient to provide
mileage, hotel and meals during travel plus a nominal fee on a dally basis established by the Council
of Administration for individuals involved in on-site visits to the Post/District. The Post/District
shall reimburse the Department for the cost of the Fratermnal Review Committee.

ARTICLE XV
STATE ADMINISYRATIVE COMMITTEES

The State Commander will appoint as necessary and as required Administrative Committee
members to function on behalf of Posts and/or Districts when charters have been suspended. The
appointed State Administrative Committee members will operate on behalf of the members of the
Department of Georgia in working with the Post or District under suspension.

The mission of the appolnted State Administrative Committee Is to conduct the necessary business
of the Post/District to resolve the reasons for the suspension action.
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The State Administrative Committee will ensure that afl records, money, or other property of the
Post or District is safeguarded and under proper authority and control.

The Council of Administration shall establish and provide a budget account for the support of an
appointed State Administrative Committee, The budget account should be sufficient to provide
for mileage, hotel and meals during travel involved on a daily basis established by the Councl| of
Administration for the individuals involved in on-site visits to the Post/District. The Post/District
shall reimburse the Department for the costs of the State Administrative Committee.

ARTICLE Xvil
REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE

The State Commmander shall appoint a Redistricting Committee which shall continually review the
structure of each District and make timely reports to the Council of Administration and
recommendations to the Department Convention.

The Redistricting Committee shali be composed of at least six members as appointed by the State
Commander.

The Councli of Administration shall provide a budget account for the support of the Redistricting
Committee.
ARTICLE XVIIl

BYLAWS COMMITTEE

The 5tate Commander shall appoint a Bylaws Committee which shall continually review the
Department and National Bylaws and make timely reports to the Council of Administration and
recommendations to the Department Convention.

The Bylaws Committee shall be composed of at least six members as appointed by the State
Commander.

The Coundil of Administration shall provide a budget account for the support of the Bylaws
Committee,

ARTICLE XIX

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS MOTORCYCLE RIDERS GROUP OF GECRGIA

The Veterans of Forelgn Wars (VFW) Motorcycle Riders Group of Georgla, herein after referred to
as VFWRG is a committee made up of members of the VFW and its Auxillary in good standing. The
VFWRG Is a group within the VFW that enjoys the past time of motorcycling. The VFWRG Is an
offlcdal committee of the Department of Georgla VFW.

Each VFWRG will be subject to the rules and regulations adopted by the National, Department,
District and Post and also Includes Addendum #1, Department of Georgla, Standard Operating
Procedures {SOP} and Addendum #2 Commander-in-Chief letter dated 14 September 2010,
Addendums to these Bylaws are included in the Commanders Book.

The addendums may be amended from time to time by the Issuing authority.
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ARTICLE XX
PROGRAMS CHAIR

The Department Coundl| of Administration may provide such remuneration as it deems advisable
to such chair.

ARTICLE XXI
STATEMENT OF POLICY

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, Department of Georgia, shall not be responsible for
the negligent or wrangful acts or omissions nor the contractual obligations or debts of any Post,
District, activity, clubroom, holding company, or subordinate units sponsored, conducted, or
operated by, for or on behalf of any Post, District, activity, clubroom, holding company or
subordinate units,

THIS SECTION DELETED AT THE JUNE 2022 DEPARTMENT CONVENTION;
THIS SECTION DELETED AT THE JUNE 2022 DEPARTMENT CONVENTION;

No member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Georgia, shall provide the personal
contact information of another member to anyone outslde the Department for any unofficlal VFW
purpose, nor themselves use such information for any personal, commercial, or political purpose
without the consent of the member ar members. Personal contact information includes any or
all of the followlng: name, personal address, personal phone number, and personal email address,
Nothing In this section shall be construed as prohibiting the Department of Georgla from soliciting
or authorizing sclicitations of its membership tc benefit the purposes of the organization.

ARTICLE XXIl
AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds {2/3) vote of the reglstered delegates present and
voting at the Department Convention. No amendment shall become effective until reviewed by
the Commander-in-Chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.

No amendment shall be considered unless a copy of the same shall have been forwarded to atl
Posts and District Commanders and Department Officers at least thirty (30} days prior to the
convening of the Department Convention.

Wherever these Bylaws or subsequent amendments may be found to be in conflict with the
present or any future National Bylaws tha latter shall prevail and be binding on this Department
as though written herein.

The Department Judge Advocate in concert with the Department Adjutant shall be authorized to
correct punctuation and typographical errors to ensure the Bylaws reflect the Intent of the
Department Council of Administration.

Proposed amendments and addendums amended and added to the Bylaws were adopted by the annual Convention
of the Department of Georgla on June 25, 2022,




Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
Department of Georgia

Adopted June 25, 2022

Bylaws

ATTACHMENT 1

Contained herein are the Districts and the Posts within them that make up the Georgia
Department of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States as adopted at the 80"
Department of Georgia Annual Convention held June 24-26, 2022.

8536 Dublin/Cedar Grove
9709 Macon

9998 Warner Robins
10229 Mt. Vernon

DISTRICT 1 DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4
2681 Marietta 4346 Toccoa 1187 Winder 649 Augusta
3679 Fort Oglethorpe 4570 Clayton 4180 Snellville 2557 Madison
4911 Rome 4828 Royston 4706 Decatur 2872 Athens
5262 Canton 5456 Elberton 5255 Lawrenceville 3910 Athens
5376 Calhoun 5897 Lavonia 5290 Conyers 4421 Monroe
5428 Acworth 7394 Blairsville 10822 Dunwoody Sandy Springs 5899 Washington
6570 Blue Ridge 7720 Cornelia 12002 North Fulton 6445 Harlem
6688 Summerville 7807 Hiawassee 12164 Atlanta-Buckhead 6686 Eatonton
7402 Buchanan 8076 Hartwell 12190 Evans
8452 Gainesville
9143 Cumming
DISTRICT 5 DISTRICT 6 DISTRICT 7 DISTRICT 8
665 Columbus 660 Savannah 2588 Brunswick 1777 Valdosta
4670 Warm Springs 4392 Thunderbolt 4092 5t Simons Island 2785 Albany
5000 Cusseta 5745 Swainsboro 4382 Waycross 4830 Moultrie
5448 Griffin 5893 Metter 4583 Jesup 4904 Bainbridge
6542 Barnesville 6602 Hinesville 4625 Alma 4995 Thomasville
8480 Griffin 7116 Sylvania 5976 Douglas 5250 Tifton
10558 Cataula 7331 Richmond Hill 8379 Glennville 5659 Quitman
12110 Columbus 7357 Claxton 8385 Kings Bay 5743 Dawson
7764 Reidsville 5978 Nashville
10825 Statesboro 6046 Colquitt
12149 Rincon 8433 Cairo
DISTRICT 9 DISTRICT 10
658 Macon 2667 Newnan
3563 Lyons 3650 Fayetteville
4742 Cordele 5080 Lake City
4784 Americus 6330 Jonesboro
6077 Hawkinsville 6449 Fairburn
6126 Perry 9949 Peachtree City
6605 Warner Robins 12180 Henry County reviewep JUL 13 212

5% FOR THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

ASSISTANT ADJUTANT GENERAL

BY JOHNATHAN R. DUNCAN, DIRECTOR
ADMINISTRATIVE OPERATIONS



